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Template Instructions:

This template is provided by SDMS to assist you in preparing your comments to the ARDMS regarding Prerequisite #2. You are not required to use this template, however, you must follow the format and procedures outlined by the ARDMS to have your comments considered. For additional information, please refer to www.ardms.org/ardms/ARDMSCommentDocument.pdf 

To use this template:

1) Change the document header to include your name, credentials, and title/organization (from the Microsoft Word Menu, select View, Header and Footer). 
2) Each question is listed on a separate page. Type your comments in the area provided for comments. If your comments exceed one page, be sure to indicate this at the top of the second page (i.e., “Question #2 – Continued”)

3) Comments must be relevant to Prerequisite #2 (comments on other ARDMS issues could result in your comments not being considered)

4) You may provide attachments but they should be clearly marked as to which question they relate.

5) Print 4 copies (or print 1 copy and make 3 photocopies)

6) All comments must be received by ARDMS NO LATER THAN MARCH 31, 2004.  Submit via mail (ARDMS will not accept fax or email submissions) to:

Prerequisite 2 Review

ARDMS

51 Monroe Street

Plaza East One

Rockville  MD  20850.

QUESTION #1: Before an agency is listed or added by ARDMS to Prerequisite 2, should the accrediting agency be required to demonstrate, as an initial matter, that it has received or presently receives programmatic recognition for the scope of diagnostic medical sonography/diagnostic cardiac sonography/vascular technology programs (in contrast to “institutional” or general “allied health” scope) from the U.S. Department of Education or otherwise for a U.S. agency, or from the Canadian government or recognition agency for a Canadian agency?
COMMENTS:

QUESTION #2: Please provide any comments you may have concerning initial recognition and, if any, subsequent recognition of a U.S. agency for the scope of programmatic diagnostic medical sonography/diagnostic cardiac sonography/vascular technology by the U. S. Department of Education or otherwise, and the benefits of experience in programmatic accreditation of diagnostic medical sonography/diagnostic cardiac sonography/vascular technology programs?

COMMENTS:

QUESTION #3: What should an accrediting agency require of a program to demonstrate concerning the process by which its instructional standards are developed and their qua lity and relevance to the current, on-the-job work of diagnostic medical sonographer/diagnostic cardiac sonographer/vascular technologists before listing or addition by ARDMS?

COMMENTS:

QUESTION #4: Before an agency is listed or added by ARDMS to Prerequisite 2, should the agency or agencies listed or added by ARDMS demonstrate the following: 

a. Systematic evaluation of student educational experience including competency assessment; 

b. Regular instructional feedback to students; 

c. An established set of standards for clinical instructors and supervisors;

d. Regular evaluation of each clinical site including, but not limited to, assessing its value in providing a worthwhile educational experience; and

e. An adequate instructor/clinical site ratio to properly implement the program curriculum?

COMMENTS:

QUESTION #5. In addition to the issues noted above, are there any revisions to the current language of Prerequisite 2 you would recommend? Are there circumstances under which you believe an agency, once listed by ARDMS now or in the future, should not continue to be listed by ARDMS? Are there other factors you feel ARDMS should consider during this review process?

COMMENTS:
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